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THE READING TABLE 
A NOVEL ABOUT THE FIRST 
ENGLISHMAN1 
The firm of Longmans, Green and Com- 
pany have just published a notable histor- 
ical novel entitled Swords in the Dawn, by 
Dr. John Owen Beaty, who lectured before 
the summer school at Harrisonburg, July 
14, on "A New Deal in Literature." This is 
by no means Dr. Beaty's first venture into 
the enchanted (or disenchanted?) fields. 
He is the author of the standard biography 
of John Esten Cooke, the popular Civil 
War romancer, and of several textbooks 
for students of literature, widely used, in 
one or more of which he has collaborated 
with other well-known teachers and writers. 
"Swords in the Dawn" is appropriately 
named, for it takes the reader back into the 
dim but dawning ages when berserk war- 
riors stood close and wielded heavy weap- 
ons. For the first time, perhaps, the epic 
story of Hengist and Horsa and their fol- 
lowers has been told as fiction, yet as care- 
fully ordered fiction, set against an actual 
background, with characters speaking from 
hard experience in words which were then 
being shaped for a great modern language. 
Most of the story is placed in what is now 
Denmark, but the winding and difficult way 
of adventure and progress leads into the 
Island of Thanet and other parts of south- 
eastern Britain. 
Exciting as are the incidents of the plot, 
the more important ones are all historical, 
being derived chiefly from the "Finnsburg 
Fragment" and the "Finnsburg Episode" 
in Beowulf. Details of customs, weapons, 
clothing, etc., are gathered from research 
in the early chronicles and by study of 
archaeological collections in the museums 
of northern Europe. The aim of Swords 
in the Dawn is to present to the Anglo- 
Saxon peoples of this century an accurate 
account of the life of their ancestors in the 
Sth century of the Christian era. This aim 
has certainly been accomplished, and in 
addition the author has given us an excel- 
lent piece of literature. The book is not 
long enough to be heavy in the hand or on 
the mind. The story moves vigorously 
without undue delays or devious windings. 
There is mystery and surprise, yet a natural 
and altogether fitting outcome. 
The literary style of Swords in the Dawn 
is worthy of more than ordinary comment. 
The story is epic, and the style, without 
exaggeration, is Homeric. Simplicity, 
straightforwardness, virility, homely wis- 
dom, with clear beauty of thought and 
phrase are outstanding qualities. The book 
might well be read in classes that are study- 
ing good English, and without expurgation. 
Indeed, it resembles in several respects the 
real classics of our language. All of Dr. 
Beaty's friends will congratulate him upon 
his splendid achievement and by it, we be- 
lieve, the number of his friends and ad- 
mirers will be much increased. 
John W. Wayland 
Twenty-two Short Stories ok America. Se- 
lected and arranged by Edith Mirrielees. New 
York: D. C. Heath and Company. 1937. 381 
pp. $1.24. 
There is always a definite demand for 
short stories appealing to the emotional ex- 
periences of junior high school boys and 
girls. Each of these stories, the editor 
points out, provides understanding and 
power of adjustment in the situations boys 
and girls must themselves meet. Because 
this collection has been built on the as- 
sumption that "a story read without enjoy- 
ment does nothing toward the establishment 
of a reading habit," and because the col- 
lection contains such practical and penetrat- 
ing study helps, this volume should enjoy 
a wide popularity. 
1 Swords in the Dawn. By John Owen Beaty. 
New York: Longmans Green & Company. 1937. 
$2.00. 
The Wonderful Wonders of One-Two-Three. 
By David Eugene Smith. New York: McFar- 
lane, Worde, McFarlane, Inc. 1937. Pp. 47. 
$1.00. 
"Only' those familiar with this distin- 
guished mathematician's Number Stories of 
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Long Ago could have anticipated a book 
written with so wide a knowledge of this 
subject and with such a sympathetic un- 
derstanding of young readers." So write 
the publishers of this fascinating little book, 
and one or two peeps into its pages make 
one feel they are fully justified; for it tells 
how numbers came to be; how our written 
numerals compare with those of India, 
Arabia, China, and other countries; how 
fingers and toes determined counting by 
tens; how magic squares and circles came 
to be; how numbers got their names; and 
how to "find numbers in flowers and trees 
and rocks.'" The book is charmingly illus- 
trated by Miss Barbara Ivins. 
B. J. L. 
General Mathematics : A One-Year Course. By 
Harris Crandall and F. Eugene Seymour. New 
York: D. C. Heath & Co. 1937. 389 pp. $1.28. 
Primarily intended for those who do not 
expect to continue the study of mathematics 
beyond first-year high school, this book be- 
gins with a chapter on the "Language of 
Mathematics" in which many mathematical 
terms are introduced which will not be 
needed for some time afterwards. 
The second chapter (and by the way the 
chapters are called units) is on "Basic 
Concepts in Geometry," mostly empirical. 
Three chapters on algebra follow; then we 
drop algebra and geometry and take a chap- 
ter on "Arithmetic Methods," which deals 
with various social problems such as in- 
surance, taxes, home ownership, graphic 
representation. 
Then comes another chapter on algebra, 
followed by one on geometry in which 
demonstrative geometry is begun. A taste 
of this and a taste of that, with a distinct 
danger that the student will finish the course 
with the idea that he knows algebra and 
geometry. 
If any time is to be allowed for review, 
the daily assignment will have to be very 
heavy; and yet there is so little of each sub- 
ject given that to have any value practically 
everything in the book must be done. What- 
ever value the book may have is ruined by 
the numerous grotesque drawings. 
H. A. C. 
Nature Magazine's Guide to Science Teaching. 
By E. Laurence Palmer. Washington, D. C.: 
American Nature Association, 1936. Pp. 128. 
An intensive plan for the organization 
and use of the science and lore published 
in Nature Magazine and other nature lit- 
erature and for the understanding and en- 
largement of everyday experience. It gives, 
in tabular form, pertinent suggestions as to 
the different experience realms and the 
projects in each realm that are suited to the 
different school grades up to the 10th. 
Many of its suggestions will challenge the 
teacher's resourcefulness and should aid 
greatly in his or her practical after-college 
education. Both this guide and Nature 
Magazine should be on the desk of every 
nature teacher in primary and grammar 
grades. 
A. M. S. 
An Outline of General Physiology. By L. V. 
Heilbrunn. Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders 
Company. 1937. 603 pp. $5.00. 
General physiology is a science in its 
own right, maintains this author, an asso- 
ciate professor of zoology in the University 
of Pennsylvania. "It should never degen- 
erate into a dilute mammalian physiology," 
he asserts; "nor should it include elemen- 
tary training in simplified physical chem- 
istry." 
The nature of the exhaustive treatment 
here offered will be apparent from certain 
chapter headings: Chemical Constituents of 
Living Substance; Hydrogen Ion Concen- 
tration of Protoplasm; Permeability of 
Cell Membrane; Food Requirements-—Vita- 
mins; Digestion—Enzymes; Types of 
Movement — Cyclosis, Ameboid, Ciliary, 
Muscular; Bioluminescence; The Irritabil- 
ity Concept; Tropism; Receptors. 
It is the author's avowed purpose to ac- 
quaint students with the uncertainties of 
knowledge so as to make them skeptical of 
new experiments. 
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The Art of Writing Prose. By Loomis, Hull, 
Robinson. New York: Farrar & Rhmehart. 
1936. 646 pp. $2.00. 
This book, a revision of an earlier edi- 
tion, is designed as a college text for fresh- 
man composition. The chapters, thorough 
and detailed, deal with such topics as the 
research article, argument, the character 
sketch, paragraph and sentence develop- 
ment, and description, first offering sug- 
gestions about planning and writing, then 
giving well-written examples and practice 
exercises. The chief emphasis is that stu- 
dents write about what they are familiar 
with. 
This book will appeal to both teacher and 
student because of the arrangement of sub- 
ject matter and the great variety of helps in 
creative writing. 
Elsie Jarvis 
Recent Stories for Enjoyment. Selected by 
Howard Francis Seely and Margaret Rolmg. 
New York: Silver Burdett & Company. 1937. 
359 pp. $1.28. 
There is no greater stimulus to reading, 
for the young mind, than the subject which 
"clicks" with the interests, dreams, and 
ideals of that same young person. In this 
volume of delightful stories which are told 
in a gripping and dramatic manner, there 
are tales of the sea, animal stories, aviation 
stories, and narratives of real living exper- 
iences. The stories move rapidly, are de- 
void of needless descriptions and explana- 
tions, and contain interesting and living 
characters. 
"Brief biographical sketches secured usu- 
ally directly from the authors, thought-pro- 
voking questions after each story, and a list 
of additional recent short stories are three 
useful accessories to study. 
In harmony with the ideals and principles 
expressed in An Expcvicncc CwrAculum in 
English, the stories and other types of ma- 
terials will be ideal for parallel and leisure 
reading as well as study. 
Sue Quinn 
Otis Quick-Scoring Mental Ability Tests. 
Alpha test. Beta test. Gamma test. Yonkers, 
New York: The World Book Company. 1937. 
Teachers who have been looking for a 
mental test easy to administer and score 
will be enthusiastic about the recently pub- 
lished Otis Quick-Scoring Mental Ability 
Tests. They are planned to serve the same 
purpose as the older Otis Self-Adryimister- 
ing Test but scoring is done by simply fit- 
ting a scoring key over the pupil's answers 
and counting correct responses. The key is 
most ingeniously devised with perforations 
so that only correct answers show through. 
No marking at all is needed. 
The test comes in duplicate forms for the 
lower grades, higher grades, and second- 
ary-college levels. Those who have used 
the Otis Self-Administering with satisfact- 
ory results will probably want to try out the 
Quick-Scoring, now that it is available. 
P. H. 
Providence Inventory Test in Music : For 
grades 4 to 9. By Richard D. Allen, Walter 
Butterfield, and Marguerite Tully. Yonkers- 
on-Hudson, N. Y.: World Book Company. 
1936. Specimen set, 25c. 
These practical tests indicate the individ- 
ual differences in ability of pupils and give 
a basis for evaluating achievement. Such 
information will lead to improved teaching. 
The directions are clear and concise; the 
key provides for rapid scoring. 
Edna Shaeffer 
Six Great Stories. By Gertrude Moderon, Mary- 
Yost Sandrus, Josephine Mitchell, and Ernest 
C. Noyes. Illustrated by Alexander Key. 
Chicago: Scott, Foresman and Company. 531 
pages. $1.20. 
A simplified edition of six age-old story 
favorites. For boys and girls whose reading 
interests are far ahead of their reading abil- 
ities. The six stories are: Treasure Island, 
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow, Rip Van 
Winkle, As You Like It, Gareth and Ly- 
nette, and The Golden Touch. 
K. M. A. 
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JouBNEys in Distant Lands. By Harlan H. Bar- 
rows and Edith Putnam Parker. New York: 
Silver Burdett Company, 1924, 1936. 166 pp. 
96 cents. A Teacher's Guide. 1933, 1937. 43 
pp. 24 cents. 
United States and Canada, By Harlan H. Bar- 
rows and Edith Putnam Parker. New York: 
Silver Burdett Company. 192S, 1936. 296 pp. 
$1.44. A Teacher's Guide. By Pearl H. Mid- 
dlebrook. 1934, 1937. 42 pp. 24 cents. 
Europe and Asia. By Harlan H .Barrows, Edith 
Putnam Parker, and Margaret Terrell Parker, 
New York: Silver Burdett Company. 1927, 
1936. 280 pp. $1.44. 
Each text of the Barrows-Parker series is 
planned so that pupils may advantageously 
gain geographic understanding. The texts 
include exercises by which pupils may 
have increased use of geographic materials. 
They encourage the essential habits and at- 
titudes which geography should contribute, 
being based on experimentation with ma- 
terials and methods in the Laboratory 
Schools of the University of Chicago. Since 
more than one-half of the people of the 
United States live in cities, it is an ad- 
vantage to have texts which grew from the 
city child's viewpoint. 
An examination of the pictures, guide 
questions and the reading matter of the 
different regions considered in Journeys in 
Distant Lands gives evidence that a pupil 
using this text as his first geography book 
should discover basic understandings and 
be well-prepared for building toward the 
accepted objectives belonging to geography. 
In the United States and Canada, in or- 
der to proceed from the more simple or- 
ganization of life, western United States is 
studied first, then, then in order are areas 
between the Rocky Mountains and the 
Mississippi, Southeastern United States, 
leading to the more complex industrial 
Northeast. After considering the outlying 
territories of the United States, the areas 
of Canada and Newfoundland are planned 
so the study goes from simple to more 
complex life arrangements. 
Europe and Asia should enable a pupil to 
see the reasons for the contrasts between 
western Europe and eastern Asia. After 
these two areas have been studied, the 
"bridge lands" in between those distinctly 
European and Asiatic provide a commend- 
able study by which the traditional conti- 
nental divisions are reduced. 
Both the Teacher's Guides provide re- 
freshing stimulation in maintaining high 
quality teaching for those who have been 
trained in geography. For those teachers 
having limited geography training, the 
guides should be helpful as a means of 
bringing their geography teaching to more 
acceptable standards. They are planned to 
discourage superficial answers to the im- 
portant question "Why." 
A large use of activities is included in the 
plans given in the Teacher's Giude to 
Journeys in Distant Lands. 
The Guide to United States and Canada 
is organized to discourage day-by-day as- 
signments, directing the work into eight 
units, requiring approximately 31 weeks of 
work. 
The series provide a splendid opportunity 
for the aggressive teacher to teach ge- 
ography with the emphasis on thinking and 
with a reduced amount of memorization. 
Raus M. Hanson 
MR. KELLOGG ENDOWS COLLEGE 
Mr. Frank B. Kellogg, of St. Paul, 
Minn., former Secretary of State and co- 
author of the Kellogg-Briand Peace Pact, 
recently gave Carleton College, Northfield, 
Minn., $500,000 for the establishment of a 
foundation for the study of international 
relations. 
To be known as the Frank B. Kellogg 
Foundation for Education in International 
Relations, the foundation will permit the 
establishment of a staff of two regular 
teachers, with a half-time professor from 
a foreign country. 
A feature of the foundation will be sev- 
eral scholarships to foreign students at the 
college, and approximately the same num- 
ber to permit Carleton students to study 
abroad. 
